1120	INDIAN  MEDICINAL  PLANTS
L. aegyptiaca Mill, is used medicinally in China, Indo China,
the Philippine Islands, Brazil and Guiana; L. acutangula Roxb., L,
operculata (Linn.) Cogn., and L. pur gams Mart, aie also used in
Brazil; L. sphaerica, Sond in South Africa; L. acutangula Roxh,, L,
acutangula var. am&ra Clarke, and L. aegyptiaea MilL in Cambodia.
1 Luff a aegyptiaca Mill. Diet. ed. 8 (1768)—L. pentandra
Roxlx Hort. Beng. (1814) 70; Wight Ic. t. 499.—plate 447.
Monoecious,   climbing   to   a   considerable   height;   stems   stout,
5-angled9 twisted, glabrous 01  slightly pubescent, often scahrous at
the angles.    Tendrils usually  3-fid.    Leaves  orbicular-remform in
outline, 10-20 cm. long, often broader than long, palinately 5- (rarely
7-) lobed, the lobee acute or acuminate, lobulate and distantly denti-
culate, both surfaces finely scabrous.    Punctate, glabrous except the
pubescent nerves beneath, base deeply cordate; petioles 2.5-10 cm.
long,   angulai,   slightly   scabrous.    Male   flowers   in  axillary  4-20-
flowered  racemes, usually   crowded  near  the   top  of  the  raceme;
peduncle^ 10 15 3m. long; pedicels 6-13 mm. long, pubescent, articu-
lated near the apex, each bearing a small lanceolate glandular bract
at or, more commonly, a little above its base; buds ovoid, pointed,
Galyx pubescent 1.9 cm. long; Jobes lanceolate, acute, 1.3 cm. long.
Petals   preading, 2 5 cnu  long, obovate-oblong, yellow with green
veins.    Stamens 5, distinct.    Female flowers solitary, usually from
the same  axils as  the  males;   peduncles  stout,   2.5-7,5  cm.  long.
Stammodes usually 5.    Ovary cylindric-oblong, glabrous or pubes-
cent.    Fruit 12 5-30 cm, long, cylindric or somewhat trigonous, blunt
at the end, marked with longitudinal lines.    Seeds black or grey,<
10 by 6 mm., much compressed, narrowly winged, smooth or slightly
tuberculate.
Distribution Cultivated throughout tHe greater part of India, as Well as in Africa
and America—Believed to be indigenous in India, in the Indian Archipelago and N.
Australia.
The fruit is oleagenous, laxative; removes "vata" and bilious-
ness; useful in leprosy (Ayurveda).
The fruit is of three kinds; bad taste; expectorant, excellent
tonic; cures biliousness, spleen diseases, leprosy, piles, fever, hsema-

